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May 2019 

 

Bee Market & Auction 

S torm Hannah threatened to disrupt the Auction and the weather 
forecast in the week leading up to 27th April looked grim.  But on 

the day it stayed dry and cold but VERY windy. 
 
The Lot Stewards did a grand job in retrieving lots blown across the 
Brinsbury Campus and the refreshments team kept everyone supplied 
with hot drinks throughout the day. 
 
The result was our best event since 2008.  A team of 43 from the four 
Divisions managed the sale of 356 lots with almost 150 potential buyers 
bidding in the Ring.  Angus and Roger, our two Auctioneers,  did an ex-
cellent job in making themselves heard above the noise of the wind. 
 
The plant stall, refreshments table and tombola all made a significant 
contribution to 
the day.  Notwith-
standing the 
items being pur-
chased in the 
Ring, Paul Payne 
did a steady trade 
all day.  
 
My sincere 
thanks to all 
those members 
who gave up 
their time on Sat-
urday to make this annual event the success it undoubtably was. 
 
 

Graham 
secretary@westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk 

mailto:secretary@westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk
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Des Res for Honey Bees 

A landowner in Fittleworth has been establishing a half-
acre meadow of wild flowers for the last two years and 
is now offering the site to a beekeeper.   
 
The meadow is bounded by woodland, the owner’s gar-
den and a sheep pasture.  A lane runs close to the site 
and access is over the owner’s private driveway.  Cov-
ered storage is also available.   
 
If you are interested in knowing more about this oppor-
tunity please contact me in the first instance. 
 
 

Graham 
secretary@westsussexbeekeeeprs.org.uk 

Beekeeper Wanted 

 
A company near Gatwick Airport is keen to establish honey 
bee colonies on their office site.  They are looking for an 
experienced beekeeper to set up the apiary and manage 
the colonies thereafter.   
 
If you are interested in knowing more please contact me in 
the first instance. 
 
 

Graham 
secretary@westsussexbeekeeeprs.org.uk 

Artist’s impression 

mailto:secretary@westsussexbeekeeeprs.org.uk
mailto:secretary@westsussexbeekeeeprs.org.uk


Around the Divisions 

All Members are welcome to attend any Divisional meeting, but please advise the organiser if you plan 
to attend. 

Central Sussex Division 

Details of the Division’s activities from Debbie Rowland:  
chairman@centralsussexbka.org.uk or website: www.centralsussexbka.org.uk 
 

Chichester Division 

Thursday 9th May - ’AHAT Meeting’.  The Fishbourne Centre.                                                                                                    
Further details from: secretary@chichesterbeekeepers.co.uk   
 
Tuesday 14th May - ’How Nutrition Affects Colony Health’ with 
Pam Hunter.  The Fishbourne Centre, Blackboy Lane, Fish-
bourne, Chichester, PO18 8BE at 7:30pm.       
 

Wisborough Green Division 

Details of the Division’s activities from Tess Clarke:  
secretary@wgbka.org.uk  or website: www.wgbka.org.uk 
 

Worthing Division 

Sunday 5th & 19th, Saturday 11th & 25th May -  Meetings at the teaching apiary from 2pm.   
Further details from Debra Edwards: dmcd.edwards@gmail.com or the Division’s website: 
www.worthingbeekeepers.org.uk  
 
 
 

 

... and Dates for your Diary 

 
Saturday 18th May - ‘Sussex Beekeepers’ Association Annual Bee Market’.  Heathfield Community College, 
Old Heathfield, TN21 8RJ.  www.sussexbee.org.uk 
  
Thursday 6th - Saturday 8th June - ‘South of England Show’.  South of England Showground, Selsfeld Road, 
Ardingly, RH17 6TL.  www.seas.org.uk/spring-live/.  10% discount on ticket price if purchased online by 
4th May. 
 
Thursday 24th - Saturday 26th October - 88th National Honey Show.   Sandown Park Racecourse, Esher, 
Surrey, KT10 9RT.  For full details go to the Show's website at: www.honeyshow.co.uk/  
  

 

 

We are now on facebook so if you would like your  events featured please send details to 
the Editor. 
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‘Share your Division’s 

activities with readers of the 

County News’ 

mailto:chairman@centralsussexbka.org.uk
http://www.centralsussexbka.org.uk
mailto:secretary@chichesterbeekeepers.co.uk
mailto:secretary@wgbka.org.uk
http://www.wgbka.org.uk
mailto:dmcd.edwards@gmail.com
http://www.worthingbeekeepers.org.uk
http://www.sussexbee.org.uk
http://www.seas.org.uk/spring-live/
http://www.honeyshow.co.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/West-Sussex-Beekeepers-Association-631084173737575/
https://www.facebook.com/westsussexbeekeepers/


Melvyn’s Missive 

Chairman,  Melvyn Essen, writes for the County News 
 

I t’s May already and we are well into the beekeeping season.  The well-run, 
well-supported and well-attended auction has been and gone.  Thank good-

ness the storm didn’t reach us, so no rain, just the wind! 
 
I don’t mean that lightly as I was inside selling plants mostly, watching windswept 
souls coming inside for a warmup, a slice of cake and a hot drink.  And of course a 
go on the tombola and then going over to Payne’s shop.  Who could ask for more! 
 

A lot of equipment has changed hands to be used again.  Some people’s other halves are saying why did 
you bid for that?  Seemed like a good idea at the time.  I noticed quite a few of Central Sussex’s new 
members were bidding, after being guided by our more experienced members.   
 
I remember the first time I went to the auction in 2006, I think.  Roger didn’t look much different then, I 
mean, he still looks so young now.  I wasn’t tempted that time.  Bill Turnbull was there with a film crew 
and he asked me was I going to bid on anything and he got an uninspired answer that was probably delet-
ed immediately. 
 
All the four West Sussex divisions have plenty of new members to teach and to try to persuade to be pa-

tient and learn how to look after bees confidently before acquiring them, a difficult thing sometimes.  But 

very rewarding to see them learning and enjoying their new venture. 

 
 

Melvyn 
chairman@westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk 
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World Bee Day - 20th May 

The UN designated 20th May as World Bee Day, which coincides 
with the birthday of Anton Janša, who in the 18th century pio-
neered modern beekeeping techniques in his native Slovenia 
and praised the bees for their ability to work so hard, while 
needing so little attention. 

2018 was the first observance of World Bee Day. 

The main purpose of the events is to spread awareness of the 
significance of bees and other pollinators for our survival.  The 
publicity for the event is asking everybody to help improve the 
conditions for bees, thus improving conditions for the survival 
of people. They claim no major steps are needed; what counts is 
each and every action that facilitates the existence of bees. 

mailto:chairman@westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk


We’re on the web: 
www.westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk 

 

Thanks to all this month’s contributors.  If you don’t have access to the internet and want further details 
of anything in this newsletter, please contact the Editor & County Secretary.  Likewise, if you would like to 

contribute to future newsletters please send articles and photographs to: 
 

Graham Elliott, Editor & County Secretary, no later than the 20th of  the preceding month. 
secretary@westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk 

M E M B E R S '  C O U N T Y  N E W S L E T T E R  

 
 
Previous newsletters from the last 12 months are available 

on the website. 
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 Every individual can contribute to the preservation of bees and other pollinators: 

• Plant nectar-bearing flowers for decorative purposes on balconies, terraces, and gardens. 

• Buy honey and other hive products from your nearest local beekeeper. 
• Raise awareness among children and adolescents on the importance of bees and express your support 
for beekeepers. 
• Preserve old meadows – which feature a more diverse array of flowers – and sow nectar-bearing 
plants. 
• Cut grass on meadows only after the nectar-bearing plants have finished blooming. 

• Offer suitable farming locations for the temporary or permanent settlement of bees so that they have 
suitable pasture; as a consequence, they will pollinate our plants, which will thereby bear more fruit. 
• Use pesticides that do not harm bees, and spray them in windless weather, either early in the morning 
or late at night, when bees withdraw from blossoms. 

• Mulch blooming plants in orchards and vineyards before spraying them with pesticides so that they do 
not attract bees after being sprayed. 
•  

 
 For more information visit : www.worldbeeday.org/en/about/the-project.html 

http://www.westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk
mailto:secretary@westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk
http://www.facebook.com/West-Sussex-Beekeepers-Association-631084173737575/
http://www.worldbeeday.org/en/about/the-project.html

